
ATHNBASY PARISH. 

SITUATION. This Parish is situate~ in the Barony of Cosh
le~ and is bounded on the north by Parish of the same name; on 
the west ty the Parish of Kilbreedy Major; on th~ cast by the 
Parishes of Knocklong and Emlygrennen; on the south by the Par
ishes of K1lbreedy Major and Kilfinnan. 

NAIIB. The Irish name of Athanasy is B6ul Atha na nDilisig 
(it is likewise pronounced B6ul Atha na nD6iseach, which is 
the correct sound) by which riame the grave yard or principal 
burying ground (pls:i.ce) of the Parish. situated in the north 
west of Balla.nvana Glebe, i.s always called by the people living 
in the country around 1 t. This burying ground is s i tua,ted near 
Blton Bridge, a short distance to the left of the road leadins 268 
from Kilmallock by Ki.lbreedy Major to Elton Cr·oss and to Knock-
long. It is four miles from Kilmallock to the eastward. The 
name eiven for this burying ground and applied to itself par
ticularly is Teampall Bh~ul Atha na nD~isig (and na nD~iaeach 
- J.Q'D.) the term Teampall being tne Irish name of the Church 
that formerly stood here and of which not a trace is now to be 
found. Beul Atha na nDeisig signifies the Mouth of the Ford 
of the Desi 1, i.e., Ostium vad1 Desiorum, and Teampall Bh6ul, 
etc., means Church of the Mouth of etc., i.e., Templum vel 
ecc1esia oatii, etc. 

To the north west of the burying ground and very close 269 
to it stands a moat or dun, which is called Dun Bh,ul Atha na 
nDeisig (nDeiseach) the Dun of etc., i.e., munitio ostii, eto. 
A trench ran round the base of the dun, which was twenty one 
feet broad therefrom to the Foss (by foss is meant here the 
circular rampart or earthen mound that ran round the trench 
at the base o:f the moat) that enclosed it. The foes has been 
entirely destroyed. It enclosed the trench on the east, south 
a.nd west by north s; des and on th(~ north east sid.e a square 
flat which measures ih1rty eight yards= one hundred and four
teen feet from north west to south east and seventy two feet 
from north east to south west. The circumference around the 
base of this dun is one hundred and tw~nty sight paces• three 
hundred and eighty four feet. It measures twenty six feet on 
the east side in the ascent from the base to the summit. It 
is twenty five paces= seventy five feet in diameter at tvp. 

About half a ffiile from the above mentioned Church yard to 270 
the ~astward, there lies on the river called Morning Star or 
Abba.inn (Corra r·ather) na nDeiseagh, a ford which is commonly 
called Atll a Duin, the Ford of the Doon, i.e", Vadum munitionia, 
being designated from the doon just now described 11nder t.ne name 
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of Dun Bheul Athh na nOeisig (nDeiseach). It lies a very 
short distance t0 ~est ur south by west of Knocktoran Forl, 
which is planted with trt!es 2.nJ h ~dtuatAd jn west of Kn 1ck
toran T(1wnland. in tLe Pr0,rl.sh of Kn•Jc}clcmg. There 8xe thirteen 
~tones placed as stepping stones (CloghQn) across the river 
here. A commc1n name in Engli-~,h for this is th!': Pa:':,sage. Tlle 
br'eadth of the fcrd or Pas~:age is about ten or twelve yards, 
the river oi1 each Bide of i L heing much narrower. This river 
has i t!ci source in a well in the Bog of Gri ston ( tbiR b0g is 
in Glenbrougbaun Pc1.cish) and n:mning frorn south ea2:t to r1orth 
west, termim,tes wes twar·cts in tho Maig between Ahlacky 9.!'d 
Bruree. The for~ just described is Ath na nDeisi. Beol-Ath
na-nDesi is rnenti.oneci in the Annals of the Four Mastc-rs gt. 

A.D .. JB79. See extracts to tbe ri.ght. Bcuff js caJ.!ed Ft·ugh 271 
na Deise J.O'D. 

Beal Atha na nDeist Annals 4 Masters. 

A.D. 1579. *** (See LirnBrick at this year, p.460, for the 
whole of this article). 

The Lo:rd Chief Justic·- cf Irehmd, Sir Wi 11 iam Dru1 y, was 
at this tiwe in Cork aud with him WPre Rlso the Earl of Kildare 
and. S1r Nicholas Maulby. 'l.'hesi:J (nobJe-men) set out towP.rch, the 
Co. of Limerick and pitd10d ·tt,,dr camp 111 the 11eigbbourhood of 
Kilm::ilJ.ock. Hither tho Earl of Detimond came to meet tte,n ;~nd 
endeavoured to impress it upon th~ir minds that he himself had 
~at participated in the proceedings of Jam0s Mac Maurice and 
lrn.cl not t;,,en iris'Lr·1.1111ei-1:a] in dra1Ning him into tlle ccunt 2.or 272 
in the cr.Lnws committed by i1i:; r;:;1ative.s and he de1ivere up to 
the Cl:1ief Justtc,, h~s only sen a ,d he.lr ,v P, riostRge t< :=-1 sure 
hi.s fidelity tu th,:· Cr,.:wn u:f :F.Jngland. A promise was hEr, up·)n 
1w1.de to thr1 Er1rl tr1·,t hir:i territ 1Jry ::;hould not be plund,,_i·e,1 
i11 fu -:.tre; b)it aJth.ougl, thiti pc· ,ni.se w:1s rn-,ue :it was r1c-ver ad
hct'i3d to, Tor hi.s peopl.e 1Nere s]alt1 1 Lis cuttle ciestroyeJ, his 
corn and edl.fi~:'e::; Li rn,:o,,L The Chtef Ju:,t.iee set OLtt ar1 ·,r·wards 
fr•orn tbe (~amp ot' KiJrnallock attcnrl.cd by threfi or fol.l:C CcJJtainb 
and fc·0.r h1n1dred Eng1 ish :md Irtsh soldie1·s tu ~,ea(·ch ... :1r1 woods 
of Co1ll-Mo:r and r,ry w11P.tber they ceiuld 1'liscover any or' thetr 
enemi(:H tn them. They fell in v.ii.th • he young sons of tr •i E3.rl 273 
nf Desmond, viz., Jolrn and Jame,: Oge e,t Gor·t-m1-Tiobrat. -· Field 
uf tbe Spriue; (Spr!.ngt'i.eld to th .. , we"t of Drumcol18.i!er, l,nrd 
of Mu:ciker.ry' s plac''') c3.. 11j_ iwre a furi.ous engFigernE=mt took place 
u1 which the pe ple of the L<1rd Cnief .Justi.ce wr~re de:t'F:n.te<l and 
three of their Capt~ins slair1, viz., Capt. Herbert, Capt. Eus
tace 8.11d Capt. Spr"i!:,, togeth,:!t' with three hundred ,f tr:ic,i,r men, 
Many nmde theit· f)SC:.1pe to t~rn camp by fllght. The Chic:f Justice 
t;hen removecl i1Ls eamp to Beol-Atha-na-11Deisi, w\Ji,)b is su.uated 
in the very centre of Cli.u-Mail-Mic-Ughaine, arid h<':i·e lH~ con
tracted a di.sease W(1ich {subsequently) brought on his death. 



LIEICIC. 81 

Lady's Well is about a quart~r of a mile to south west 
of the old burying grounri of Atna.nasy and cloRe to Michael 
Cleary's house. 

In Adamstown Townland is situated a burial ground much in 
use, within which is seen the side wall of an old Church nine
teen feet seven inches long to a breach on it near the east end 
where a small portion of it, with a portion of the east gable 
attached thAreto, stands detached. Both form a corner. This 
side wall is about seven feet high. Materials are rude stones 
and cement of lime and sand mortar. The burial ground lies in 
a potatoe field and is enclosed with a stone wall of mason work. 

The old Castle ot Gormanstown stands in ruins in an or- 278 
chard to the left of the road th~t leads from Kilmallock by 
Bulgaden to Elton Bridge and to Ballinahinch in the Parish of 
Knocklong, It measures inside stventeen feet seven inches by 
eight fePt. The thickness of its walls is three feet nine in-
ches. There are two doors on it, one on the south and one on 
the west side, toth opposite each other and placed at north 
wall. They are built with chiselled lime stones and pointed. 
The south one is four feet broad and was eight feet high orig
inally, West door is four feet three inches broad and twelve 
feet high. Som0 ~rosses within circles and var~ous other fig-
ures (ornaments) are sculptured in relievo on each side of 
the west door outwardly. One arched floor above the ground 
one remai ~1s. The height inside is about twenty four feet. 276 
The materials of the buildin~ are stones of VRrious quality 
with cement of lime and sand mort-.ar. It seems the work was 
grouted. 

Examined by Messrs. T. O'Conor and J". O'Dvnovan, whose 277 
notes have been put i ,ito the present form by th'::l former. 


